I Was Anastasia
by Ariel Lawhon
An evocative retelling of the
Anastasia survival myth follows
the appearance of a traumatized,
badly scarred young woman who
claims to be the youngest
Romanov daughter, launching a
half-century of questions,
accusations and changing perspectives on identity as
conveyed by her supporters and detractors.

Historical Fiction

Shadow Child
by Rahna R. Rizzuto
A haunting and suspenseful
literary tale set in 1970s New York
City and World War II-era Japan,
about three strong women, the
dangerous ties of family and
identity, and the long shadow our
histories can cast.

The Glass Ocean

For a list of all our historical fiction,
go to www.wiltonlibrary.org, click on
the catalog link, and enter "historical
fiction" in the keyword search box.

by Beatriz Williams
The authors of The Forgotten
Room trace the stories of three
women, including a present-day
writer and two from the early 20th
century, who become connected
by the tragedy of the RMS
Lusitania.
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The Storm

White
Chrysanthemum

Love and other
consolation prizes

Shahryar, a recent PhD graduate
and father of nine-year-old Anna,
must leave the US when his visa
expires. In their last remaining
weeks together, we learn
Shahryar's history, in a village on
the Bay of Bengal, where a poor
fisherman and his wife are preparing to face a storm
of historic proportions. That story intersects with
those of a Japanese pilot, a British doctor stationed
in Burma during World War II, and a privileged
couple in Calcutta who leaves everything behind to
move to East Pakistan following the Partition of
India.

by Mary Lynn Bracht

by Jamie Ford

Having spent her entire youth
under Japanese occupation, a
young woman in World War II-era
Korea follows in her mother's
footsteps as an elite female diver
only to be forced into prostitution
in order to save her beloved younger sister, who
decades later resolves to find healing and closure
from the ghosts of the past.

A half-Chinese orphan whose
mother sacrificed everything to
give him a better chance is raffled
off as a prize at Seattle's 1909
World's Fair, only to land in the
ownership of the madam of a
notorious brothel where he finds friendship and
opportunities, in a story based on true events.

The Atomic City Girls

by Jennifer Chiaverini

by Arif Anwar

by Janet Beard
This novel is inspired by the
stories of everyday women who
contributed to the Manhattan
Project during World War II. It
follows the experiences of 18-yearold June, who, in 1944, travels to a
city that does not officially exist to
work alongside hundreds of other young women
operating massive secret machines in support of the
war effort.

Carnegie's Maid
by Marie Benedict
An impoverished Irish immigrant
in the industrial 1860s takes a job
as a lady's maid in the home of
prominent businessman Andrew
Carnegie, with whom she falls in
love before going missing,
triggering Carnegie's search for
answers and the establishment of his enduring
legacy.

Enchantress of
Numbers: a novel of
Ava Lovelace
Rigorously educated in
mathematics and science by her
mother, an only legitimate child of
brilliant Romantic poet Lord
Byron is introduced into London society as a highly
eligible heiress before forging a deep bond with
inventor Charles Babbage and using her unique
talents to become the world's first computer
programmer.

Varina
by Charles Frazier
Forced by limited prospects to
marry much-older widower
Jefferson Davis, teenaged Varina
Howell finds her expectations as
the wife of a Mississippi
landowner upended by his
appointment as the leader of the
Confederacy, a situation that renders her and her
children fugitives in a divided and increasingly
hostile nation.

Munich
by Robert Harris

Fools and Mortals
by Bernard Cornwell
The estranged younger brother of
William Shakespeare observes the
first production of A Midsummer
Night's Dream while navigating a
high-stakes game of duplicity and
betrayal that threatens his acting
career, his potential fortune and
the lives of his fellow players.

A spy thriller set against the
backdrop of the fateful Munich
Conference of 1938 follows the
experiences of a rising star in the
British diplomatic service and his
Oxford friend, a secret member of
the anti-Hitler resistance, who,
while on a disastrous collision course with each
other, witness pivotal events involving Chamberlain,
Mussolini and other historical figures.

